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URBAN DESIGN

VISION + TOOLS 







MASTER PLANNING



LARGE SITES 



PUBLIC REALM & PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE QUEENS QUAY



TRANSIT DESIGN



GREEN & RESILIENT INNOVATIONFAIRFORD PARKETTE



LANDMARKS



URBAN DESIGN:

DO WE HAVE THE RIGHT TOOLS? 



Zoning By-laws

Secondary 

Plans

Land Use 

Policies

Provincial Legislation

& Policy

Official Plan

Policies

Urban Structure 

Policies

PLANNING FRAMEWORK



1. Providing the purpose and intent 
of urban design guidelines 

2. Recognizing that large and deep 
lots need additional policy 
guidance

3. Refining the Avenue policies and 
Map 2 Urban Structure overlay

4. Promoting a walkable city

5. Clarifying the role of the public 
realm

6. Clarifying the need for new public 
streets

7. Development criteria for low-
rise developments and mid-rise 
buildings

8. Encouraging thoughtfully 
designed tall buildings 

9. Maintaining sunlight on 
downtown signature parks and 
open spaces

10. Promoting public squares

11. Promoting and increasing 
Privately Owned Publicly-
Accessible Spaces

Urban Design Policy Directions

OFFICIAL PLAN POLICIES



URBAN DESIGN GUIDELINES



PRELIMINARY  REVIEW



The Opportunity….                   Sketch                           Initial Vision….

DEVELOPMENT  REVIEW



DEVELOPMENT REVIEW TOOLS – 1:50 DETAILS



DEVELOPMENT REVIEW TOOLS – POPS



PUBLIC ARTTWO CIRCLES, MICAH LEXIER 2016



“10 YEAR” STATS: 2007-PRESENT  PANEL MEMBERSHIP: 32 DESIGN 

PROFESSIONALS OVERALL

 132 MEETINGS SINCE JULY 2007

 409 PROJECTS REVIEWED

 TOTAL 5,310 HOURS 

COLLECTIVELY DONATED BY 
PANEL MEMBERS

DESIGN REVIEW PANEL



TORONTO URBAN DESIGN AWARDS



LEAD BY EXAMPLE



 ADDITIONAL CONSULTATION 
TREAM WITHIN THE PROCESS

 TRANSPARENT PROCESS: FORMAT 
SET UP TO PROVIDE IMMEDIATE 
FEEDBACK BY PAEL MEMBERS 
DURING THE REVIEW SESSION

 THE ROLE OF THE COMMUNITY 
AND COUNCIL IS UNCHANGED

PROCUREMENT



OMB  (LPAT)  EVIDENCE



MUDR



WHAT’S NEXT? 



The State of Urban Design in Canada
Isabelle Giasson, landscape architect November 8th 2019 – CanU 11



INTRODUCTION

The state of urban design in Canada: 
It's better but it could be much better.



Why is it better?
Why could it be much better?



CHALLENGES 

 Environment
 Transportation
 Land‐use planning
 Municipal revenues



IDEAS, RECOMMANDATIONS

 Get to know your site 
 Find a champion 
 Pull together a multidisciplinary team
 Prepare bullet proof arguments 



IDEAS, RECOMMANDATIONS

 Implement a view protection bylaw
 Independent advisory body
 Do it the European way
 Foresee flexibility



EXISTING CONDITIONS – SECOND PLAN (PPU des Faubourgs) by civiliti

RADIO‐CANADA BLOCK



1825 1890 1949

OVERLAY OF HISTORICAL MAPS – SECOND PLAN (PPU des Faubourgs) by civiliti



GRID FROM 1825 (BLUE) AND 1890 (RED) WHICH DISAPPEARED – SECOND PLAN (PPU des Faubourgs) by civiliti



CONTINUATION OF EXISTING GRID UP TO THE RIVER – 4 OPTIONS – SECOND PLAN (PPU des Faubourgs) by civiliti



DETAILED PLANNING – SECOND PLAN (PPU des Faubourgs) by civiliti



ECOLOGICAL MANAGEMENT OF RAINWATER IN PUBLIC SPACES– SECOND PLAN (PPU des Faubourgs) by civiliti





FUTURE RIVER WALK AMBIANCE – SECOND PLAN (PPU des Faubourgs) by civiliti



FUTURE PAPINEAU SQUARE AMBIANCE  – SECOND PLAN (PPU des Faubourgs) by civiliti



EXISTING VIADUCT TRANSFORMED INTO A SHARED SPACE  – SECOND PLAN (PPU des Faubourgs) by civiliti



PLACE D’ARMES, MONTREAL, 1828




